

















both  the market mechanisms and  the  government‐based  support  structures  for  allocating  resources  and power 
have failed? Are social entrepreneurs ordinary or extraordinary people, inventors or enthusiasts? How could they 






Knowledge  Foundation’s  programme  Societal 
Entrepreneurship, gives arguments behind the support 
of societal entrepreneurship and emphasizes that as a 
new  concept  it  requires  increasing  awareness  and 









The  resources mapping  on  the  theme  of  social  entrepreneurship  includes  important  publications,  useful  online 
resources (platforms and virtual libraries), active organisations, foundations and supporting institutions, video links 










































Social  entrepreneurs  use  innovative  tools  and 
market‐driven  mechanisms  to  solve  key  and 
urgent social problems, making a positive impact 
on society as a whole.  Social entrepreneurship is 
a  relatively  new  phenomenon  that  operates  in 
areas where traditional market mechanisms and 
government‐based  support  structures  for 
allocating  resources  and  power  have  failed. 
Social  entrepreneurs  usually  start  with  limited 






concept  appeared  first  in  the  early  1990s  in  Italy,  in  close  connection with  the  cooperative movement  and  the 
discussions  around  the  social  economy.  In  2002  the  UK  government  launched  a  national  strategy  for  social 


















Social  entrepreneurship  overcomes  the  gap 
between the business and the public sectors, 
as  it  is  connected  to  the  “non‐profit”  or  the 
“third” sector, as well as to the concept of the 
“social  economy”,  with  emphasis  on 


















Globally,  social  business  enterprises  are  active 
mainly  in  the  social,  environmental,  human 
rights  and  gender  equality  areas.  Examples 
include: street children; children’s health; health 
insurance  for  disadvantaged  people;  housing; 
educational  opportunities;  poverty  in  degraded 
urban  areas;  ageing  and  the  elderly;  migrants 
and  ethnic  minorities;  work  and  employment; 
climate crisis; pollution problems; clean drinking 

























Social  entrepreneurs  are  visionaries  who  see  beyond  the  usual.  They  solve  social  problems  using  synergetic 






































Entrepreneurship:  Shifting  Power  Dynamics  ‐  exploring  how  social  entrepreneurs  access,  navigate  and  influence 
power dynamics in their approach to change. Nearly 800 delegates from more than 60 countries convened for this 
premier  gathering  of  the  world’s  leading  social  entrepreneurs.  Prominent  figures  from  the  social,  academic, 
finance,  corporate  and  policy  sectors  engaged  for  three  days  and  nights  in  a  series  of  debates,  discussions  and 
work sessions focused on accelerating, innovating and scaling solutions to some of the world’s most pressing social 
issues. The Forum also discussed how  the credit  crunch has  reflected  the need  for a higher  financial  viability of 








If  social  entrepreneurs  are  driven  not  by  money  but  by  content,  risk‐taking,  implementing  innovative  ideas, 









Social  entrepreneurship models  based  on  cultural 
and  artistic  projects  and  activities  are  little 
explored not only  in Europe, but globally. There is 
still a niche to look at hidden opportunities – in all 
areas  where  different  disciplines  meet,  for 
example: art and technology, business and culture, 
media and business. These crossroads could bring 
researchers,  cultural  managers  and  decision‐
makers  to  new  sources,  new  entrepreneurship 
ideas  and  new ways  to  build  an  infrastructure  to 
support  entrepreneurial  initiatives  within  culture 
and civil society. 












 What  is  “intercultural  innovation”  and  how  does  it  reflect  on  economy,  business  and  the  cultural 
field? 













Eva  is  a  recognized  leader  of  change‐directed  programmes,  former manager  of  the 
national  Swedish  project  "Learning  in  the  future"  and  the  regional  development 














The  Knowledge  Foundation’s  Societal  Entrepreneurship  Programme  has  three  pillars:  research,  competence 
development  and  creating  an  understanding  of  societal  entrepreneurship  and  how  it  contributes  to  the 
development of Sweden. The Knowledge Foundation uses the term societal entrepreneurship. The meaning is close 
to social entrepreneurship, but somewhat broader. The main reason for using societal  instead of social  is  that  in 
Sweden  the word  social  connects mainly  to  problems,  not  opportunities.  Our  preliminary  definition  of  societal 
entrepreneurship is: Innovative initiatives for a common good. More information on the Societal Entrepreneurship 
Programme  can  be  found  at  www.kks.se/samhallsentreprenorer    and  at  http://www.samhallsentreprenor.se   
which is the virtual meeting place for societal entrepreneurs in Sweden. 
 
The  Knowledge  Foundation  sees  societal  entrepreneurship  as  a  key  to  the  future.  Sweden  needs  technological 
development – but we also need new ideas for our housing estates, new ways of producing and consuming that 
respect the environment and new ways of providing public services and care: in short, we need social innovations. 












improve  areas  that  they  believe  are  missing  or  not  working.    It  is  a  new  concept  and  requires  increasing 


















and  drive  engagement  in  social  change. What  forms  of  social  entrepreneurship  are  taking  advantage  of  the 






old  forests.  Or  the  new  search  engine  Growyn  where  for  every  search  you  support  the  environment  and  a 
sustainable development projects:  
 












Bas  Ruyssenaars  has  a  background  in  international  business  development 
and  multimedia  publishing.  He  is  one  of  the  founders  of  The  Beach,  a 
network organisation for creative innovation based in Amsterdam. 
In  these  times  of  financial  and  cultural  crisis,  Bas  exposes  the  need  for 
sustainable and socially responsible concepts. He shows that there is a real 
willingness  to  think  outside  the  box  and  beyond  an  economically‐driven 
logic. He identifies two distinct types of projects: those that are changing the 
cultural  sector  from  within,  and  those  that  are  happening  outside  the 
cultural  sector  but  involving  cultural  and  creative  professionals.  He  also 






According  to  the World  Health Organization,  over  150 million  people  around  the 
world suffer from depression. Current scientifically validated (online) tests to detect 
mental  disorders  are  inaccessible  for  large  groups  of  people  (e.g.  people  who 
cannot  read). A  coalition of  creative professionals  initiated a project  to develop a 
series of  visual  screeners, which are verbalised and visualised questionnaires. The 
first Visual Screener measures common mental disorders and is now going through 
the  scientific  validation  process.  Its  aim  is  to  detect  relevant  mood,  anxiety  and 
alcohol‐related  problems  and  to  guide  people  to  problem‐solving  measures  or 
Internet‐self‐help modules appropriate for their problem. 
 


















With  the  project  Homo  Ludens  The  Beach  designed  and  facilitated  a 
process of strategic future design for Holland Casino in 2015. 
Core question: Do we play enough  in  society? As a  source of  inspiration, 
Holland Casino’s journey towards 2015 wanted to stress the importance of 












The  most  comprehensive  and  widely  used  definition  on  social  entrepreneurship  is  published  by  the  British 
government in the document Social Enterprise: A Strategy for Success (2006): 





 “Social  entrepreneurs  often  seem  to  be  possessed  by  their  ideas,  committing  their  lives  to  changing  the 
direction  of  their  field.  They  are  both  visionaries  and  ultimate  realists,  concerned  with  the  practical 
implementation of  their vision above all else. Social entrepreneurs are change agents  for  the social  sector. They 
are  mission‐driven,  determined  to  achieve  results  and  committed  to  maintaining  accountability  to  the 
communities they serve. Social entrepreneurs effect systemic transformation by tackling not only the problem at 
hand,  but  also  the  roots  of  that  problem.  What’s  more,  social  entrepreneurs  are  usually  more  effective  in 




 “Social  entrepreneurship  is  the  work  of  social  entrepreneurs.  We  believe  that  social  entrepreneurs  are  those 
exceptional  individuals  who  dream  up  and  take  responsibility  for  an  innovative  and  untested  idea  for  positive 
social  change,  and usher  that  idea  from dream to  reality. What enables  social  entrepreneurs  to make  lasting 












 “Social  entrepreneurs  drive  social  innovation  and  transformation  in  various  fields  including  education,  health, 












rich, but even the price of  their convictions  in order  to  truly create  the change that  they want.    In other words, 
they will change their minds. In my opinion, the artist as social entrepreneur is almost as natural an expression 
































These  indiviuals  recognise  a  social  problem and  use  entrepreneurial  principles  to  organise, 
create,  and  manage  a  venture  for  social  change.  They  have  “managed  to  translate  their 



















 Ann  Cotton,  founder  and  Executive  Director  of  CAMFED  International  ‐  an  international  organisation 









    Susan B. Anthony  (U.S.)  ‐  Fought  for Women's  Rights  in  the  United  States,  including  the  right  to  control 
property and helped spearhead adoption of the 19th amendment. 










    Gifford Pinchot  (U.S.)  ‐  Champion  of  the  forest  as  a multiple  use  environment,  he  helped  found  the  Yale 
School of Forestry and created the U.S. Forest Service, serving as its first chief 










    John Woolman  (U.S.)  ‐ Led U.S. Quakers to voluntarily emancipate all  their slaves between 1758 and 1800, 
his  work  also  influenced  the  British  Society  of  Friends,  a  major  force  behind  the  British  decision  to  ban 
slaveholding. Quakers, of course, became a major force in the U.S. abolitionist movement as well as a key part of 
the infrastructure of the Underground Railroad. 
 
 
